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THE SWADESHI PLEDGE

For a complete observance of the restricted swadeshi vow
suggested above, I would advise the following text : "With God
as my witness, I solemnly declare that from today I shall confine
myself, for my personal requirements, to the use of cloth, manu-
factured in India from Indian cotton, silk and wool; and I shall
altogether abstain from using foreign cloth, and I shall destroy
all foreign cloth in my possession."

I hope that many men and women will be ready to take this
vow, and the public taking of the pledge will be desirable only if
many men and women are ready for it. Even a few men and
women may publicly take the pledge, but in order to make
swadeshi a national movement, it is necessary that many should
join it. Those who approve of the proposed movement should,
in my opinion, lose no time in taking effective steps to begin it.
It is necessary to interview merchants. At the same time, there
need be no undue haste. The foundation of swadeshi should be
well and truly laid. This is the right time for it as I have found
that when a purifying movement like satyagraha is going on allied
activities have an easy chance of success.

The Bombay Chronicle, 17-4-1919; also New India, 19-4-1919

189.    THE SWADESHI VOW-II
[April 8, 1919}
The following is the text of the swadeshi vow :
"With God as my witness, I solemnly declare that from today
I shall confine myself, for my personal requirements, to the use of
cloth manufactured in India from Indian cotton, silk or wool and
I shall altogether abstain from using foreign cloth, and I shall
destroy all foreign cloth in my possession."
For a proper observance of the pledge, it i$ really necessary to
use only hand-woven cloth made out of hand-spun yarn. Imported
yarn, even though spun out of Indian cotton and woven in India,
is not swadeshi cloth. We shall reach perfection only when our
cotton is spun in India on indigenous spinning-wheels and yarn
so spun is woven on similarly made handlooms. But requirements
of the foregoing pledge are met, if we all only use cloth woven
by means of imported machinery from yarn spun from Indian
cotton by means of similar machinery.